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96 Book Reviews 

The Tebtunis Papyri, Part II. Edited by Bernard P. Grenfell, 
M.A., D.Litt., and Arthur S. Hunt, M.A., D.Litt., with 
the assistance of Edgar J. Goodspeed, Ph.D. (University 
of California Publications, Graeco-Roman Archaeology, Vol. 
II.) London and New York: Oxford University Press, 1907. 
4to. Pp. xv+485, 3 plates. 

In the winter of 1899-1900 Messrs. Grenfell and Hunt, excavating for 
the University of California with funds provided by Mrs. Phoebe A. 
Hearst, found great quantities of papyri at the site of the ancient Teb- 
tunis, in the Fayum. These papyri fall naturally into three divisions: 
those from the Ptolemaic necropolis of the third and second centuries b. c, 
those from mummies of crocodiles, dating from the second and first cen- 
turies b. c, and those found in the houses of the town, which date almost 
exclusively from the first three centuries after Christ. The papyri 
derived from the mummies of crocodiles were published in 1902 (The Teb- 
tunis Papyri, Part I). The present volume contains the papyri from the 
ruins of the town. 

The first volume contained documents of various kinds and only four 
literary papyri: two fragments of an anthology, one from a collection of 
Alexandrian epigrams, and one from the second book of the Iliad. Of 
160 papyri published in the present volume, only fourteen are literary, 
and only four of these are likely to interest many readers of Classical 
Philology. The first, of the second century after Christ, contains parts 
of 109 lines between 1. 342 and 1. 652 of the second book of the Iliad. In 
1. 342 ipiSaivcTov is found for epiScuVo/Aev of the MSS; 1. 558, which brings 
Ajax and his Salaminians into connection with the Athenians, is omitted; 
and 1. 579 has the vulgate reading on irao-i. The omission of 1. 532 is 
doubtless due to mere carelessness, as are many other unimportant vari- 
ants. The second fragment, of the late second century, contains Iliad 
xi. 556-613. Here 1. 564 reads (with the MSS) ttj\ckA.tjtoi, 1. 565 has 

ii<f>]ccriv T£ (MSS fwTOicrc), and 1.601, iio KJaJVja&jiKpvofecrcrjai' (MSS ISiko. re 

SaKpvotcrcrav). At the beginning of 11. 603, 604, and 610, twenty -two letters 
are lost, but what remains (cxivrjo-ev to, 603; Xivrravi, 604; and \erov 6We 
avaKTos, 610) suffices to show that these lines represent a tradition dif- 
ferent from that of other MSS. The third fragment, containing §§293-95 
of Demosthenes' oration De falsa legatione, offers no important variants. 
By far the most interesting among the literary papyri is the fourth, which 
dates from the first half of the third century, for this contains nothing 
less than a fragment of the Greek original of the Ephemeris Belli Tro- 
iani of Dictys Cretensis, thus confirming the conclusion reached by 
Noack (Philologus, VI Supplementband, 1893, pp. 402-500) that the 
Latin version is really a translation. The relations of Malalas, Cedrenus, 
and the anonymous writer in Cramer's Anecdota Parisiana, II, pp. 166 ff., 
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to the Greek original and to one another, may perhaps also be determined 
with the aid of this fragment, which corresponds to Book iv, chaps. 9-14, 
with about half of 15, of the Latin text. The remaining literary papyri 
contain fragments of medical, astronomical and astrological works, a 
magical charm, and two acrostics. 

Since the papyri contained in this volume are of comparatively late 
date, the documents published represent for the most part types already 
made familiar through previous publications, such as official documents , 
contracts, receipts, and private letters. Some of these are interesting, 
but most of them add little to our knowledge. Two series of documents 
are, however, of considerable importance. The first relates to the priests 
of Soknebtunis and the second to taxation. These documents contain 
much information concerning the relations of the priests to the state and 
the details of the system by which the state derived its revenue. 

In addition to the papyri which are published in full, with introduc- 
tions and notes, 265 less important fragments are described with more or 
less complete publication of their text, and twenty ostraca are published. 
A first appendix contains the text, with introduction and notes, of a papy- 
rus in the British Museum (P. 372), which dates from the second century 
of our era and gives directions for the calculation of various taxes. A 
second appendix, "The Topography of the Arsinoite Nome," supplements 
and corrects in some particulars Wessely's Topographie des Faijtim 
(Vienna, 1904). The volume is supplied with full indices, chiefly the 
work of Professor Goodspeed. The editors have performed their task 
with the greatest industry, learning, and acumen. The texts are most 
carefully published, and in the introductions, translations, and notes the 
reader finds the information necessary to an immediate understanding of 
the text and also such references to other material and to the work of 
other scholars as may assist him in further investigation. The volume 
contains even more than can reasonably be demanded in a first publica- 
tion of new material. Haeold N. Fowlee 



The Greatness and Decline of Rome. By Guglielmo Feeeero ; 
translated by Alfbed E. Zimmeen. New York: G. P. Put- 
nam's Sons, 1907. Vols. I. and II. Pp.vi+328; vi+389. 
$5.25 net. 
The thesis of Sig. Ferrero's Cfrandezza e Decadenza di Roma, the 
first two volumes of which have been translated by Mr. Zimmern, is that 
the Roman world-conquest was the effect of an internal transformation 
which is continually being re-enacted in the history of societies on a 
larger or a smaller scale, namely the growth of a national and mercantile 
democracy on the ruins of a federation of agricultural aristocracies. In 
accordance with this, the first volume, "The Empire Builders" ("La 



